
 

 
Hello Everyone! 
 
Tomorrow is our first day of our 2008 season.  While the boys handled the outside work with feeding, calving 
and riding, us girls worked on putting the gift shop together and finishing all those last minute touches on the 
lodge, game room, barn, and tack room.  At 5:00 pm we wrapped everything up this evening.  I must say the 
ranch is shining!  The gift shop turned out spectacular – Kathy admitted at the end that she’s had some 
experience in retail and Danica too.  We received our shipment of clothing on Wednesday and they’ve been 
busy at steaming everything, pricing, and hanging it up.  You’re going to really enjoy all the great clothing, 
tack, hats, scarves, horsemanship books and DVD’s, handcrafted jewelry, fun things for the kids, and extra 
other doodads to take home and treasure.   

 
As you can see we still have a bunch of snow everywhere 
and we get a mix of sunshine and snow flurries each day.  
We’ve got the horses that we use outside sharp shod (like 
cleats on their shoes to grip the ice) so getting around on the 
feed lanes to check the cows works well.  The snow is still 
way too deep to cross country anywhere yet.  The cows are 
just over half way through calving.  There’s about five that 
look like they could calve any second.  Yesterday Wes and I 
watched a cow start and after 30 minutes of working, we 
brought her in to the pulling room; turned out to be a big 
calf and in the breach position.  Wes pulled the feet out and 
we got the calf attached to the puller and when calling for 

Spencer to come in and give us a hand, Randy’s voice came over the radio like an angel from above (he had 
been in meetings all day in town).  We paused the process and when Randy came in, he coached us through it.  
The calf had inhaled a lot of fluid, but by hanging him upside down and tickling his nose with a piece of straw 
to sneeze, he coughed it all out.  Momma cow was very 
grateful.  The calf is up and already enjoying the great 
outdoors in the nursery pen. 
 
Danica’s been helping Joe with the feeding each morning 
and they’ve been coming in with stories of this one bull 
calf that charges the front of the tractor each day.  He gets 
going full steam, and when he gets about 20 feet to the 
front of the bucket, he chickens out and tears off in the 
other direction, tail flagging high in the air.  Randy came 
in and commented today how great they all look.  Not a 
sick one in the bunch and they are even eating hay like 
the big cows!  He has great calf impressions; you’ll have 
to ask him to show you when you come out.   
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We’re still riding all we can, and I’ve managed to get out a couple 
of days this week and get Apache and Red started for our guests.  
What great horses they are!  The saddling area in the indoor arena 
looked like a beauty salon after I got through primping them all up.  
Hair was everywhere!  They are now shedding their wooly coats.  
Here’s Red.  Isn’t he regal looking?  I’ve really enjoyed my time 
with them and they seem eager to get back to work too.  Apache 
was already excited about moving cows when we brought them in 
to the calving lot last night. 
 
Let’s see, Whiz Bang is running great, Gizmo too, Blacky our old 
Chevy is purring like a kitten, Randy doesn’t know what to do 
with himself when he’s not putzing around with something.  I 
introduce you to “Yota”.  A few years ago a crew member of ours 
avoided a deer on an icy road and this was the result: 

 
Amazing he didn’t get hurt, and “Yota” amazingly still ran.  
Nathan used it to pull all the irrigation hose reels out last 
summer.  Randy saw a diamond in the rough and has been 
really working into the wee hours of the night “tricking” it 
out.  If you know Randy, he sees value in many things; left 
over bed frames, pieces of the quanset hut, any hunk of metal 
larger than a quarter is a treasure!   
 

                  Extreme Makeover Montana Style!! 
 
 
 
 

 
The first evening he had the roof, windshield, and some 
new leaf springs on, he rolled up to the front of the 

house, honked the horn and hollered, “Hop in sweet thing and I’ll take you for a ride!”  Wearing my best 
sweats, muck boots and ball cap, I hopped in and we cruised around our house three times.  He’s so romantic.  I 
now drive Gizmo the Kubota, and he drives the Yota around the ranch.  He wasn’t liking all the mud that was 
slinging off the front tire at him so built that fender, and now he’s working on the door.  We think it looks just 
like a Hummer!  Hummer 1.5. 
 
Well I believe I’m going to call it a night; Randy’s still out with the Yota so I’ve got the house to myself.  We 
are all very excited about the start of the new season. 
        Dori 


