
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Good Morning Everyone! 
 
It’s Sunday morning and as I sit drinking my second cup of coffee, I thought I’d take a break from going through last 
week’s pictures and start writing to you.  The sun just peeked out from behind the heavy gray clouds that have been 
floating by heading east, and still low in the sky brings out the brilliance of color in the meadows before me.  The 
hose reels have reached the end of their 12-hour cycle and the rain birds are waiting for Nathan to show up in “Yota” 
to pull them out to their next watering path.  Randy went down the mountain to Happy’s Inn (the little town where 
the Kickin’ Horse Saloon is), to borrow a pressure washer from one of the locals, Steve Klabo from North Dakota, 
who has a great love for creating things out of what’s handy, for example a round pen for his horses made out of 
railroad tracks, and 2 foot in diameter log butts.  He prides himself that each panel ONLY weighs 3000 pounds!  I 
don’t foresee Randy coming back for a while and I look forward to hearing about Steve’s new projects.  The pressure 
washer by the way is for cleaning Whiz Bang.  I’m excited to see how she looks under all that dirt and grime!  
 
The cows are getting to where they need to be.  We moved cattle into Pleasant Valley, and also got a great gather on 
the south bunch and moved them into Pearson Reservoir area.  I actually went out with my horse Easy on the first 
day of that move.  The cattle were conveniently sitting right in the meadows outside of our holding pasture so the 
initial gather went pretty smoothly.  We then had to make sure everything was paired up though before we went on, 
so we spent the rest of the day working on that.  Not so easy.  The idea of moving cattle is fairly simple to explain 
and people get the concept pretty quickly, however the idea of holding herd, and sorting pairs off sounds simple, but 
the actual conducting of the task is not so simple.  Things change so quickly and for people out for their first time, 
it’s mind-boggling!  Joel and I decided to be the cutters while our guests held the herd.  Well it started that way, but 
we found that if one of us cut out a pair, the other had to quick teach our guests about the nuances of getting out of 
the sorted pair’s way while at the same time keeping the rest of the herd together.  Easy and I had a lot of great stop 
and go work where we had to jump out and get around a stray cow, but then stop once we got ahead the cow to cut 
her off and then quietly ease her back to the herd.   The day was great for Joel and his horse as well.  It’s neat when 
you can be at a full gallop one moment, and then quietly inch by inch influencing a sort of a cow and her calf 
amongst a tight bunch of cattle with just a head tilt here, a step there in the next moment.  We’d give the guests turns 
at it too when the opportunities were easier to see and 
comprehend.  By 2:30 pm after many calls to “stop, now 
go, no to the right, back up, head to the left, not too fast, 
ease in there, look behind you, good job, oops, faster, 
quick quick, go through the middle of those two, let these 
two by, yes they are a pair, no we don’t want that cow, 
here’s a pair over here, honey would you like a sandwich; 
I’ve got chips too, can’t we just sort off the white ones?” 
we managed to sort 130 pairs with only two miss 
mothered so we let them back out of the pasture to go 
find their other half.  What a hoot of a day!  
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Shayne was here this week and rode with us 
on the north move.  Here’s Shayne on Tom 
with Nan-Z his other cow dog at Gardner 
Pond.  They had some wild times reriding 
for strays on that North bunch.  There was a 
point where Shayne and his guests had to 
run their horses down a hill through the 
trees and downfall to get ahead of some 
cattle.  It’s a point where you just put all 
your trust in your horse and what he can do 
and just ride.  You are truly living in the 
moment swatting away the branches with 
nothing but the thought of getting ahead of 
that cow on your mind.  On the way back to 

The truck after successfully moving their cattle to their destination for the day, Shayne asked Didier 
from France what he thought of that moment; a thoughtful look came across his face with a twinkle 
in his eye and out of what English he knew, he said “Magical”.   Right on! 
 
 
 
I had to leave some space there to just reflect.  Here at the ranch we had some break through 
experiences working with the cattle.  We brought the yearlings in to the arena, sorted one off, and 
Randy would call out what to do.  “Ride to the right of her tail, now to the left, now pass her by on 
her right, turn to the right, ride to her shoulder…” What tends to happen is people stare right at the 
cow and then head directly to the cow, which only pushes it forward.  You may want to ride by that 
cow sometime, but by always staring directly at the cow, the horses tend to fall into the habit of 
diving in and biting the cattle.  The horses will even bow their bodies toward the cow making it very 
difficult to get much of anything done as all they want to do is get to that cow and bite it or chase it 
off.  With Randy calling what you were to do, it took people’s eyes directly off the cattle and after a 
short time the expression on the horses changed.  The horse’s attention went to the rider and what 
the rider was asking.  The riders 
could then direct their horses where 
they wanted them to go, at what 
pace too, and they could better set 
up for turns, driving, cutting cattle 
off, stopping the cow; Just what we 
needed to do when sorting cattle 
earlier this week in the pasture out at 
graze. 
Some lights really turned on.  This 
is why you need to come for more 
than one week as you can only soak 
in so much information at a time.  
You’ll get it, but it takes time for it 
to soak in.   



The days are cooler and the trees are showing a slight change in colour already.  I sense changes 
ahead and like the coyote I see out in the meadow we’ll move right along with them with the same 
zeal and zest for life and what it brings. 
 
Shayne and Jo-Anne flew back to Washington yesterday.  The stints away from the ranch are getting 
shorter and shorter.  Maybe he’ll be able to get back this way during the week.  He’s getting many 
hours of flying under his belt and I took some photos of him getting a once over of the ranch before 
he headed off. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

“Moments of happiness  
  we enjoy take us by surprise. 
  It is not that we seize them, 
  but that they seize us.” 
 
  By Ashley Montagu 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I’ll wrap up this Highline with an announcement on one of our guests and I’ve 
spoken of her before, Patti Hall.  She is moving ri ght along and will be opening for 
“Trailercana” world tour stop at Columbia County Fa ir in Dayton, WA.  I’ve 
attached information from her website, www.pattihall.com .  We’ll be with her in 
spirit and I’m sure she’d be thrilled if any of you  out there can make it out to see 
her.    Have a great week! 
      Dori 



 

NEW MUSIC WEEKLY Charts for August 17  

Waitin on a Train Hits the Top 10!  

AC/HotAC Chart #8! (LW#10) 
AC/HotAC Top 30 "Indie" #2! (LW#4)  
Country Main Chart #41! (LW#44)  
Hot 100 AC/HotAC & Top 40 formats #15! (LW#19) 

 

Northwest Singer Patti Hall to Open for “Trailercana” World Tour Stop at Columbia 
County Fair DAYTON, WA – Sing like you mean it. Ride like you dream it. That 
winning mantra is working well for Northwest singer Patti Hall. Her passion for horses 
and music started in childhood. However, it wasn’t until recently she finally grabbed 
the reins when her inner cowgirl whispered it was time to go ride her dreams. She’s 
back in the saddle and back behind the microphone, enjoying the ride on both counts.  

This spring she released her first national single “Waitin’ on a Train” and the song 
continues to fly up the New Music Weekly charts. Co-written by country heartthrob 
Joe Nichols, it’s from her first CD “Never Ask Why.” The single currently sits at #10 
on the AC/HotAC Chart and is in the top 20 of the Hot 100 Top 40 & Adult 
Contemporary Charts. Gaining radio play across the country, a few weeks ago it 
crossed over and even started climbing the main country charts. That’s rare for an 
independent artist. Local audiences will have two opportunities to hear this 
newcomer’s velvety, haunting style live at the Columbia Country Fair.  

Ms. Hall opens for Antsy McClain and the Trailer Park Troubadours 
(www.unhitched.com). The band’s world tour includes a special stop in Dayton. 

This is due in part to local sponsorship support including Airstream of Spokane, 
Banner Bank of Dayton, and Les Schwab of Walla Walla. McClain was raised in a 
trailer park in Kentucky and the band’s latest CD “Trailercana” draws from humorous 
homegrown characters as well as touching personal adventures. Traveling with the 
band is Bobby Cochran of Steppenwolf. Other guests appearing on the new CD include 
Lindsey Buckingham of Fleetwood Mac, Tommy Smothers and Bonnie Bramlett.  

Performances are Friday and Saturday evening, September 7th and 8th at the Columbia 
County Fairgrounds in Dayton. Fans will have the opportunity to meet the performers 
following each show. Admission to the concert is included with purchase of a $10 fair 
ticket. For a complete fair schedule go to 
www.historicdayton.com/commcalendar.htm

 

 

 
Available Today  

On iTunes!! 

 
Also at these outlets:  
www.cdbaby.com/all/pattihall  
www.silverplatters.co 

Visit Patti at MySpace >> 
See Patti in NYC Times Square >>  
 
  



www.historicdayton.com/commcalendar.htm. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

This one sounds great after a long day at work and you don’t want any thing too heavy. 
 

 
 

  
SPINACH  AVACADO  &  PRAWN  SALAD 

 
1 chili 
1 garlic clove, finely chopped 
Finely grated zest and juice of 1 lime 
1 tablespoon soy sauce 
1 tablespoon sesame oil 
2 cups large pooled cooked prawns 
Young spinach leaves, washed and dried 
2 avacados 

 
 
 
Finley chop the chili, removing the seeds if you don’t like too much heat. Mix in a large bowl with 
the garlic, lime zest and juice, soy sauce and sesame oil, then tip in the prawns and toss to coat. You 
can leave the prawns to marinate in the fridge for an hour or so. 
 
Take the prawns out of the marinade. Toss the spinach in the marinade until coated, and then tip into 
a serving dish. Slice the avocados and tuck pieces in amongst the spinach with the prawns. 
 
 
ENJOY! 
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