
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Howdy folks!  The ranch continues to roll right along!  We had days of upper 80’s and 90 degree weather and with the fires in the neighboring 
states, we’ve had a lot of smoke here in the valley.  No threats of fire close to us, or the grazing allotment though.  This morning seems to be 
the most clear I’ve seen in a long time.  We did get some rain blow through last night and that sure helps.  
 
Bow season has started in this country and it seems the wildlife are hanging out where we are;  LOTS of deer and their fawns seen in the 
meadows.  Out at graze the guests have seen moose, and deer too, and I believe elk as well.  Not only has there been our grizzly bear sighting, 
but two grizzlies found near the town of Marion (50 miles from here towards Kalispell) have been relocated in Meadow Peak area which is 
right where our red angus herd is.  Hmmm.  We enjoy seeing the coming of the grizzly in this area as well as the wolf, but both are protected 
and have no fear of man.  We have a wolf pack that comes right through the ranch and have been seen on numerous occasions, but have never 
bothered our livestock.  Several of the wolves are collared, and a local guy keeps up with them.  Funny to see as you’ll catch him standing in 
the middle of nowhere with this miniature TV antennae deal rotating around.  He lets us know when they are around, but never says where.  
We can hear them howl at night and see their tracks by day.  I like to track them in the wintertime on my cross-country skis.  Their prints are 
awesome.  As big as my hand with my fingers spread out!  The other ranchers out at graze have had some issues with the wolves, but they 
don’t seem to be around their cattle as much as we are.  We also doctor immediately anything that is hurt or sick.  That’s my opinion, I believe 
being around our livestock as much as we are is a deterrent.  It’ll be interesting to see the dynamics of grizzly bears though.  Black bears are 
hunted out here so they fear people.  We’re lucky to see one and it’s usually just a glimpse as they are running away.  They have never been 
issue with the livestock around here – they’ll just scavenge on something already dead.   We’ll see how things unfold. 
 
We had a group of eight come out that love to team pen at home.  Really fun folks and they just ate up all the riding needing to be done at 
graze.  They really appreciated all the horsemanship we do here, and were so open to ride as we have taught our horses.  I hope we could help 
in bettering their team penning scores!  They want to come out next year in October for the fall gather.   Cool.          
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Henry and Sue from Wisconsin came back from two years ago.  Wow could you see they have been doing their horsemanship homework!  
They did fabulous!  The horses they had didn’t even show their tricks that they pull, just a result of not “riding” them and leaving it up to the 
horse.  The horses rode like we were riding them and that’s saying something!  I enjoyed seeing them put all of their inhibitions aside and just 
ride and learn.  The horses showed this confidence by just doing the things Henry and Sue asked.  BRAVO!!!  They brought a couple along 
with them that are now hooked as well.  Apache won another woman’s heart over (he’s a regular chick magnet).  Jan has another love besides 
her hubby Frank now. 
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� � Pal’s not threatened.  He knows he’s the 
Man!  He had two women about need to 
take it off the deck and duke it out over 
him during orientation!  I had to do some 
major back-pedaling but the one gal 
conceded.  He’s not Pal, but I gave her 
another chick magnet, Buck.  All was well 
between the two gals. 

LT is ripped!  I mean his shirt is ripped from the trees out 
at graze.  His first time really getting into riding and he 
did superbly.   He worked so hard at everything and 
discovered he liked loping over trotting any day.  I 
thought he was really getting his posting down great!  He 
and his wife Laura were the sweetest loving couple.  I 
enjoyed their enthusiasm to learn and keep after it all. 
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Lunchtime with the black angus herd on the 
way to Pleasant Valley Creek Pasture.  There’s 
the other Casanova, Buck, in the middle.  
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